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SCHOOLS FORUM  

15 SEPTEMBER 2021 

 

Apologies  
 

In attendance  

Primary Schools 

Amanda Talbot – Jones St Denys Primary -  Head Teacher 

Julie Swanston Woolston Infant School -  Head Teacher 

Mike Adams  Bitterne Manor Primary School -  Head Teacher 

John Draper  (Chair)  Swaythling  Primary -  Head Teacher 

Peter Howard  Fairisle Junior School – Head Teacher 

Ross Williams  Mason Moor Primary – Governor  

PK MacBride   

Secondary Schools 

Harry Kutty (Vice-Chair)  Cantell School – Head Teacher  

Jim Henderson Woodlands Community College – Head Teacher 

Martin Brown  Oasis Academy Sholing – Principal  

Academy 

Sean Preston  Hamwic Trust  

James Rouse  St Anne’s Catholic School  

Nursery 

Anna Wright PVI for Early Years 

Non-Schools 

Rob Sanders  Diocese of Winchester 

Special School’s Representative  

Maria Smyth Vermont School – Head Teacher 

Observers  

Sue Thompson Early Years/Sure Start 

Roger Peplow   

  

  

  

SCC officers   

Keith Petty Senior Finance Business Partner 

Derek Wiles Head of Education and Learning (SCC)  

Virginia Newsom SCC Finance Officer 

Clodagh Freeston 
 

Service Manager - Education Strategy, Planning & 
Improvement (SCC) 

Emily Goodwin  Clerk  

  

  

  

  

Councillor J Baillie Cabinet Member for Education 
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4. APOLOGIES AND CHANGES IN MEMBERSHIP (IF ANY)  

Apologies were noted from Councillor J Baillie – Cabinet Member for education  
 

5. ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR  

John Draper was elected as Chair from September 2021 to September 2023 
Harry Kutty was elected as Vice Chair from September 2021 to September 2023 
 

6. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  

RESOLVED: that the minutes for the Forum meeting held on 14 July 2021 be approved 
as a correct record with the following amendment. 
 
It was noted that James Rouse had been in attendance at the meeting on 14 July 2021. 
 

7. MEMBERSHIP OF THE FORUM - TERMS OF REFERENCE  

The Forum received and noted the membership and the Terms of Reference for the 
Schools Forum. 
 

8. MEMBERS NOTED THE REQUIREMENT TO FDILL IN AND RETURN 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

Members noted the requirement to fill in and return a declaration of interest.  
 

9. UPDATE ON SECONDARY SCHOOLS EXPANSION  

The Forum noted that the expansion of St. Marks all through schools was on track and 
that there would be a topping out ceremony for the school on 16 September. 
 

10. UPDATES ON SCHOOL NATIONAL FUNDING FORMULA (NFF) 2019/20 - ON THE 
BASIS OF STAGE 2 RESPONSE AND DFE FINAL PROPOSALS  

The Forum received an update from Virginia Newsom, Finance Officer, on the local 
response to the government consultation on the National Funding Formula. 
 
The Forum noted that the local scheme was detailed in the additional papers attached 
to the agenda and that any response received from local schools would be included in 
the Forums response to the consultation. 
 

11. UPDATE ON FUNDING FOR SCHOOL PLACEMENT INCREASE  

The Forum considered the briefing paper on the expansion of Hope School, which 
provided an update on Department for Education funding for a two form of entry primary 
school. Hope is currently a one form entry school. 
 
Southampton City Council Officers Clodagh Freeston, Service Manager – Education 
Strategy, Planning and Improvement, and Derek Wiles, Service Lead  - School 
Improvement, were present and with the consent of the chair addressed the Forum. 
 
The Forum particularly noted the following: 
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 It had been a surprise that this item was on the agenda as the forum had not 
been aware of this matter before the cabinet decision was made, and had only 
learnt of it via the local press. 

 Primary schools had recently been required to reduce their Published Admission 
Number (PAN) and make staff redundant due the surplus of primary school 
places in the city. Some of these schools are adjacent to Hope. 

 The Hope school was a two form entry school when it originally opened and has 
never been able to fill those places.  The PAN for September 2022 was 30 
pupils. 

 The Hope school was part of the New Generation Academy Trust and was 
located in the central planning region of the city. 

 The new housing that had been built in the city had resulted in a redistribution of 
pupils throughout the city rather than an increase in the central area pupil 
population. 

 Pupil forecasting detailed that there would be a surplus of 221 Reception Year 
places in September 2021, which would rise to a surplus 291 by September 
2025.  The forecasting included a planned reduction of PAN by 200 in 
September 2022. 

 The Pupil forecasting had taken into consideration new building plans for the 
City. 

 The planned reductions in school PAN’s has been carried out through formal 
consultation on school admission policies. 

 Further reductions in the PAN of primary and infant schools would be required in 
the coming years to protect school budgets and their capacity to deliver effective 
education. 

 There is a surplus of primary school places but there is a shortage of secondary 
schools places and provision for pupils with Special Education Needs and 
Disabilities (SEND). 

 The need for more secondary school places and SEND provision had been 
reported to the Department for Education, through the statutory reporting 
mechanisms. 

 Information about the long-term plans for funding the school or the economic 
viability for the school was not available. 

 
RESOLVED that: 

(i) the Forum supported the view that more suitable accommodation should be 
sought for the Hope School 

(ii) the Forum considered that the plans to increase the PAN for the Hope School 
from 30 to 60 would have an adverse impact on the existing schools and the 
provision of education in the city when there was a surplus of primary schools 
places which had required local schools to reduce their PAN and make staff 
redundances; and 

(iii) the Forum would write a letter to the Council requesting that they take the 
view of the Forum into account in their decision making 

 
12. PFI  

The Forum received an update from Virginia Newsom, Finance Officer, on the PFI 
consultation. 
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RESOLVED that a separate meeting with Finance Officers and School Forum members 
would be held to collate the detailed response to the PFI consultation 
 

 


